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“Criticism, as it was first instituted by Aristotle, was

meant a standard of judging well ; the chiefest part of
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which is to observe those excellencies which should delight

a reasonable reader. If the design, the conduct, the thoughts

" and the expressions of a poem be generally such . as proceed

from a true genius of poetry, the critic ought to pass his
Judgment in favour of the author. It is malicious and
unmanly to snarl at the little lapses of a pen, from'which
Virigil himself stands not exempted. Horace acknowledges
that honest Homer nods sometimes.
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