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early stage. Most of them were persons of deep devotion who were
disgusted by the Vulgar display of wealth and degeneration of morals
following the establishment of the Islamic empire. Hence, these saints
wanted to have nothing to do with the state a tradition which continued
later on. Some of the early Sufis, such as the woman mystic Rabia
(d. eighth century) and Mansur bin Hallaj (d. tenth century) laid great
emphasis on love as the bound between God and the individual soul.
But their pantheistic approach led them into conflict with the orthodox
elements who had Mansur executed for heresy. Despite this set back
mystic ideas continued to spread among the Muslim masses.’
(Medieval India, p. 156).
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