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¢ The first permanent settement nay have sorved religion
- cally a8 places vo by the dead, Afrer all, what could be more permanent
(han 3 grave. The nomadic tribes may have had cituals honouring, the dead,
L perhaps memorial services on the anniversary of a death. [Having established
( apormanent resting place for the dead, the (ribe would install priests at the
e  perform the approprate rituals, Subsequently, the place of worship
(gz»mpk:} became a centre of attraction and helped n the development of set-

i purposes, speeii-
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The settlement may also have served as a place to house women and chil-
dren, permiting the men to wander further in their search for food. Women
worked on home crafts, such as pots, baskets, clothes and other household
co0ds, USing materials gathered by men.

I’a-lftical/ﬁ!ﬂitary

The priests, teachers, women and children were vulnerable to attack from
. the other tribes. To protect them, youths (soldiers) were stationed in the set-
 Jdement. The settlements were also the base for political leaders, who needed
s strategic location from which to protect the tribe’s land claim. Because the
military and religious leaders lived there, the settlement needed adequate de-
fence. How could the settlement best be protected? The answer was to build
s surrounding wall, strong enough to withstand attack. Thus, settlements be-

ame citadels centres of military power.

Economic |

The religious, military, and political leaders and the dependents needed food,
- which was supplied by the tribe through hunting or gathering. As long as
' the tribe was gathering surplus food for the people in the settlement, some:
:’i‘” eventually wondered, why should they not bring a bit extra in case of
- “ard times, such as drought floods or war. The settlement thus acquired an
{ *onomic role 1o store extra supply of food. The people could bring the
“mmodities they have collected in the settlement. The settlement could
®ve as neutral ground for the different people who could stay together and

per{or iy e ; N
ﬂ'i socioeconomic activities.

| Jte of Settlements

| T g‘?? growth and development of human settlements are closely influ-
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ace b_etWCeﬂ.thC various kafilas (groups), the Bakarwals split into small
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The shifting cultivators, who have constantly to clear new ground have
' odo arduous work to clear the forests and to develop fields for cultiv;iicm,
When the soil near the village is exhausted they move to new sites for culti-
vtion and many a times they have to shift their settlements also.

The unstable settlements are, however, confined in the deserts and semi-
desert areas, tundra, equatorial forests and mountainous areas. The total
mmber of nomads and those who shift their dwellings and settlements fre-

quently or seasonally is not very small, being less than 2 per cent of the total
population of the world.
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