POLITICAL PARTY:  FEATURES OF INDIAN PRATY SYSTEM 
Shankar Jyoti Bora
Asstt.Prof. Nowgong Girls’ College

What is Political Party?
A political party is a group of people organized to secure political power. Political parties occupy an important place in a democratic state in general and in a parliamentary system in particular. The political parties organize the people and form public opinion. The political party in a democratic country represents the significance of “vox populi, vox dei” (voice of the people, voice of the God). This phenomenon signifies the maximization of political participation of the people and involvement of more and more people in the decision making process as David Easton says, the “authoritative allocation of values”.
A political party is organized on the basis of certain principles or programmes on which they formulate policies, fight elections, control the government through achieving power and act as a link between the government and the people. They articulate interest and provide interest before the people. Political parties provide opposition to the government in a peaceful and dignified manner which prohibits any coup or a violent change in the government.
Definitions of Political Parties:
Edward Burk: “A political party is a body of men united for promoting by their joint endeavors the national interest upon some political principles in which they agreed”

MacIver:  “A political party is an association organized in support of some principle or policy which by constitutional mean it endeavors to make the determinate of government.”

Gilchrist:  “A political party may thus be defined as an organized group of citizens who prefer to share the same political views and who by acting as a political and try to control the government.”

A political party has three components:
· The leaders

· The active members 

· The followers

Thus, we can say that parties reflect fundamental political divisions in a society.
PARTY SYSTEM IN INDIA:
In the Indian Constitution, political parties have not been described in a direct way. On account of parliamentary system, they have been given indirect recognition and their importance has been accepted. The party system in India originated in the colonial era in 1885, with the formation of Indian National Congress in Bombay. In 1906, the All India Muslim League was established. Its strong advocacy was for the establishment of a separate Muslim majority nation-state, Pakistan. In 1916, Hindu Mahasabha was formed to cater to the needs of the Hindus. In 1924, Communist party was formed. The Congress Socialist Party (CSP) was formed in 1934, but it worked within the congress during the freedom movement. In 1951 Bharatiya Jana Sangha was formed under the leadership of Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, a right wing political party. In 1959, C.Rajagopalachari, the last governor general of India, founded Swatantra Party. In 1977, both the Bharatiya Jana Sangha and Swatantra Party merged into Janata Party. After the split in Janata party, Bharatiya Janata Party came into existence in February 1980.
CHARACTERISTICS OF PARTY SYSTEM IN INDIA:
1. Multi party system: India has neither a single-party system nor a bi-party system. Here operates a multi-party system. The number of political parties in India may exceed the astonishing figure of 50. As per latest publication from ECI the total number of parties registered was 2698, with 8 national parties, 52 state parties and 2638 unrecognized parties. The major national parties are INC, BJP, Janata Dal, CPI, CPI (M) etc. and several parties operating at the regional and local levels like the Akali Dal, DMK, AIDMK, SDP, AGP, Shiv Sena, and TDP. Etc. It is just on the eve of general elections that so many political organizations big or small appear in the political scene and participate in the electoral process.

2. Single Party Dominance:  The Indian National Congress was the single party who dominated the Indian politics from 1952 to 1977 at centre and till 1967 to all states. Again in 1980, 1984, 1991, 1996, 2004 -2014 it regained power. Though India has a multi-party system it is quite astonishing that a single party had dominated the scene for a long period.
3. Lack of Ideology: Another significant feature of the Indian party system is the lack of ideological and principal commitment. Except the BJP on the right and two communist parties on the left, all other political parties big or small, lack ideological character and as such their working is determined by the role of some personalities. Rather focusing on their ideology, the parties lay stress on some narrow interest and published propaganda to attract the voters on the issues of caste, communalism and so on. Expediency and pragmatism have taken the place of commitment to certain principles and policies.
4. Emergence of Strong and Effective Opposition: In India, till November 1989 there was a lack of strong opposition at the centre, which was most essential for the success of a democracy. In that year, congress took the place of opposition. Later, BJP played the role of opposition. After the 14th Lok Sabha election held in 2004, the UPA came to power and NDA took the role of opposition party. The Congress has won only 44 seats in 2014 Lok Sabha election and the speaker denied to appoint for a member of LOP.
5. Existence of Regional Parties: The existence of large number of regional parties along with some national level political parties is a reality of Indian party system. A regional party is one which enjoys its popularity in one or two states and is committed to secure the interest of these state/s. DMK, AIADMK, TDP, AGP, National Conference, Akali Dal, JMM, BJD, MNF are some of the more prominent regional parties.

6. Existence of Communal Parties: A communal party is one which draws its support from amongst the members of a particular community. In this way several of the Indian political parties can be called communal parties. Muslim League, Hindu Mahasabha in the pre-independence period, Akali Dal, BSP is some existing communal category parties. Many persons hold that even BJP is also a communal party because it enjoys the support mainly from the Hindus. DMK and AIADMK anti-Brahmin parties.
7. Personality Cult: Another feature of Indian party system is that their working is determined by the role of particular personalities. For instance, the INC that was once known as the party of Nehru and Indira Gandhi. Similarly, BJP was popularized by Vajpayee and Modi, TMC leading from front by Didi( Mamata), Seikh Abdulla of NC, RJD means for Lalu etc. There is strong feeling of leader worship among the people. The people assess parties not from their policies and programs but from their leader’s personality. 

8. Populist Nature of Indian Political Parties: In the politics of populism, the political parties and leaders try to enlist the support of the people by catchy slogans and symbols.  For instance Indira Gandhi tried to win the support of the people in 1971 elections by giving the slogans of “Garibi Hatao” and in the 1975 internal emergency by presenting a 20 point programme. In 1977 elections, the Janata party raising the slogans of “Democracy vs. Dictatorship”. In 2004, Congress slogan was “Congress ka Hath, Aaam Admi Ke Saath”. Similarly, the BJP also developed their slogans of “Sabka Saath Sabka Bhikash”, “Abki Baar Modi Sarkar”, “Acche Din Anne Wale Hai” were massively popular.
9. Political Defection: In India political parties suffer from the disease of defections, which give births to opportunism, corruption and instability. The political history after the general elections of 1967 is the history of defections. During the elections of 1967, 1975, 1977, 1980, 1991, 1996, 1998, 1999, hundreds of legislators left their parties and defeated to other political parties. It is due to take political advantage. The 52nd Constitutional Anti- Defection Act was passed in 1985 to prevent defections but it could not solve the problem of defections.
10. Coalition Politics: Because of multi- party system and lack of ideological commitment, many political parties strike electoral alliances. In 1977, five national parties made an alliance to fight against the congress and won victory in the elections and afterwards formed Janata party. The same experiment was used in the state level politics too. The Congress led UPA and the BJP lead NDA are two examples of tight coalition experiments in Indian party system. The coalition politics became a determinant factor in Indian electoral politics since 2004.
Conclusion: If politics means struggle for power and grabbing power by all possible means in Hobbesian sense of the term, our party system has certainly been politicized in recent years. With the decline of the ideological content sheer opportunism has cone to stay as a determinant of a political party. However, the nature of Indian party system is in itself Indian, because some of its features are found in India only. Indian party politics was synonymous with coalition politics between 1989 and 2004, following decades of Congress party dominance at national level; but for that quarter century, no single party was strong enough to earn a parliamentary majority on its own, relaying instead on dozens of pre and post election allies to form a governing coalition. 
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