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What is Voting Behaviour?

Voting behavior reflects the way in which people tend to vote in public elections and why they vote in that particular way. It also reflects the voter’s choices, preferences, ideologies, concerns, alternatives etc. Article 326 of the Indian Constitution grants Universal Adult Suffrage to citizen above 18 years of age. Voting behavior is an electoral behavior.

Voting is the main form of political participation in liberal democratic societies. From a sociological perspective, the study of voting behavior focuses primarily on explaining who votes and how they vote. The analysis of voting patterns invariably emphasizes on the determinants of why people vote as they do and how they arrive at the decisions they make.
According to Abraham Lincoln, “The ballot is stronger than the bullet”.

Loung  Ung opined, “ Voting is not only our right-it is our power”.

Monica Crowley mentioned, “Voting is as much an emotional act as it is an intellectual one.”

Early research pioneered by Paul F. Lazarsfeld and others (1967) concluded that voting depends primarily on socio-economic factors or people’s location in social systems—their social class, occupation, gender, race, age, religion, ethnicity, family history of voting behavior (political socialization) and membership in voluntary associations such as trade unions, recreational clubs, political parties and civic organizations.
Key public influences include the role of emotions, political socialization, tolerance of diversity of political views and the media. Additionally, social influence and peer effects, as originating from family and friends, also play an important role in elections and voting behaviour.

Various Approaches:
A number of different (not mutually exclusive) approaches (models) have been used to explain voting behavior. The major approaches may be distinguished as structural, ecological, social-psychological, rational-choice and radical.

1. Structural (or sociological) approaches concentrate on the relationship between individual and social structure, place the vote in a social context, and examine the effects of such variables as social class, language, nation​alism, religion, and rural-urban contrasts on voting. This approach has placed much emphasis on the party identification and social class.

2. Ecological (or aggregate statistical) approaches relate voting patterns to the characteristic features of a geographical area (ward, constituency, state, etc.).

3. Social-psychological approaches relate voting decisions to the voter’s psychological predispositions or attitudes, for example, his or her party identification, attitudes to candidates, and the like.

4. Rational-choice approaches argue that voting is governed less by group loyalties and class position than by individual’s rational calculations of self-interest. These approaches attempt to explain voting behavior as the outcome of a series of instrumental cost-benefit calculations by the individual. This model of voting behavior sees the voter as thinking individual who is able to take a view on political issues and votes accordingly. It rejects the notion that voting behavior is largely determined by class affiliation or class socialization.
5. Radical approach regards class-based (structural) model as outdated and insufficient to explain contemporary developments and consider the rational-choice model as inadequate.

The study of voting behaviour included two things:

First, those elements are studied in it which encourage or discourage voters to take part in voting.
 Second, in it those elements are studied which encourage a voter to vote for a particular candidate or political party.

However, in board terms as Richard Rose and Harvey Massavir point out, voting covers as many as six important functions.

1. It involves individual choice.

2. Reciprocal and continuing change.
3. Maintenance of an individual allegiance.
4. Development and maintenance of voters disaffection.
5. Emotional significance.
6. Devoid of any emotional or political significant.
 In the modern political analysis, the study of voting behaviour has become an important subject. It is a part of political behaviour. At first the voting behaviour was studied in 1913 in France. Later studied in America and England. In India , enormous literature about the voting behaviour was published after the second general election.

  Keeping the case of Indian voting behaviour in view, Prof. V.M Sirsikar well observes; “An enquiry into the process of election indicates factors other than rationality. It may be said that India has secured a stable government, but the mass manipulation, casuist influences, minority fears, and charismatic hold of the Prime Minister have played main no part in this process.”
